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In the Berkeley Divinity School Rule of Life, the chapter on “Spiritual Formation and Indi-
vidual Prayer” begins with these words:

In a seminary context, attention to the spiritual life is best understood as the corollary to formal 
academic study. We understand the two to be reinforcing of one another: it is through our love 
of God—Father, Son and Holy Spirit—that our minds are prepared to enter more deeply into 
the knowledge of God, and it is only by the intellectual discipline of study and reflection that our 
thinking is sufficiently enlarged to enter into the ineffable mystery of God more fully.

Spiritual formation, in other words, is an integral part of the School—not only its liturgi-
cal and prayer life, but its academic and intellectual life as well.

Many elements go together toward cultivating an active and vibrant spiritual life for the 
students. Most obvious is the emphasis on daily corporate prayer. Our dedicated student cha-
pel ministers organize the extensive student leadership of these services. All our students are 
expected to be in chapel daily, keeping some balance between the Daily Office and Holy Eucha-
rist in Berkeley’s St. Luke’s Chapel and the ecumenical services in Yale’s Marquand Chapel. And 
not only is there the liturgy itself—the preaching of faculty, staff and students alike is always 
thoughtful, intentional, and deeply felt. Indeed, if one were to collect the short homilies deliv-
ered each day at Morning Prayer, there would be quite a treasure-trove of spiritual insight.

Private, individual prayer is also emphasized, especially through the Annand Program for 
Spiritual Formation. It provides small-group spiritual direction to each first-year student, as 
well as one-on-one direction for middlers 
and seniors. Annand Coordinator Jane Stick-
ney painstakingly meets with every student 
who is interested in working with a mentor, 
and makes suggestions about a good match. 
The assortment of mentors is wide, ecumeni-
cal, and diverse, from brothers of the Order of 
the Holy Cross, to a sister from the Commu-
nity of the Holy Spirit, to local lay persons, 
chaplains, pastors, priests, and deacons. The 
program also sponsors a series of focused 
small-group discussions, as well as occasional 
quiet days, often led by a brother of the Soci-
ety of St. John the Evangelist. There are cur-
rently some 70 students involved in spiritual 
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The middlers’ directed silent 
retreat in the Ignatian tradi-
tion is, for many, their first 
experience of living in silence 
over several days, and as 
one can imagine, it can lead 
to a profoundly significant 
encounter with God. 
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direction, including both Berkeley and other Yale Divinity School 
students as well.

Perhaps the most notable offerings of the Annand Program 
are the annual class retreats. BDS has developed a three-year 
cycle that begins in the junior year with a monastic retreat in the 
Benedictine environment of Holy Cross Monastery in West Park, 
New York. This retreat, led by Director of Anglican Studies Greta 
Getlein, gives students an immersion in an Anglican, commu-
nity-based spirituality, of the sort which ultimately underlies our 
own daily chapel life.

In the middler year, the emphasis is more on the interior, per-
sonal life. Students make a directed silent retreat in the Ignatian 
tradition at Mercy Center, run by Jane Stickney and the Roman 
Catholic Sisters of Mercy. For many students, this is their first expe-
rience of living in silence over several days, and as one can imagine, 
it can lead to a profoundly significant encounter with God. 

As seniors, the students go on pilgrimage with Dean Joseph 
Britton to Canterbury, where the two previous retreat experiences 
are put into the context of both the historical depth and the cur-
rent global breadth of the Anglican tradition. In ways that are 
hard to describe, one experiences in Canterbury a tangible sense 
of what Anglican identity is, and students come back with a much 
broader awareness of the church to which they belong, and of the 
power of its witness to the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Spiritual formation also happens in other, less obvious ways. 
One is the series of evaluative essays and conversations in which 
students are asked to reflect upon their intellectual and personal 
development, especially in the “middler review.” In this conver-
sation, students take a comprehensive mid-point look at their 
sense of vocation and how it is emerging in the context of their 

theological studies. Guided by the student’s academic advisor, the 
Berkeley Dean or Director of Studies, the YDS Assistant Dean for 
Assessment, and other invited guests such as a field work super-
visor, home rector, or diocesan bishop, the conversation provides 
an important occasion to consider both what has been learned to 
date, and what further learning opportunities lie ahead. More-
over, faculty and staff alike have an enormous role in students’ 
formation through the advising, coaching, and mentoring they 
each do. For students who seek them out, the availability of a lis-
tening ear and wise tongue are readily apparent.

Perhaps the cornerstone of the School’s spiritual life is the 
Community Eucharist on Wednesday evenings, held in Marquand 
Chapel. This worship service is a chance to let the regularity of the 
morning worship from the Book of Common Prayer interact cre-
atively with the more experimental ecumenical worship of Mar-
quand Chapel. A team of four chapel ministers and two musicians 
lead the planning, with the guidance of Greta Getlein. Each year, 
the team seems to go from strength to strength, working with 
real liturgical sensitivity and finesse to create deeply expressive 
worship. This year, for example, there has been a “silent Eucha-
rist” on the eve of Holy Week; a contemplative healing service 
focusing on Theresa of Avila; a celebratory rite of confirmation 
for three of our students; a service of the Word for conferring 
honorary doctorates; and a Lenten bilingual Spanish and English 
service (which visiting Latino Missioner Anthony Guillén called a 
“model for churches exploring Hispanic ministry”).

In short, BDS has a multifaceted and robust program of forma-
tion that cumulatively provides students with a solid spiritual base. 
As this dimension of the School’s life is summarized in the Rule:

The foundation of the seminary’s life is prayer. Prayer is what 
orients both the individual and community to God, and the 
knowledge of God is our common purpose and desire. It is out 
of an active awareness of God’s presence as experience in prayer 
that every other aspect of the School’s life takes shape.

Joseph Britton
President and Dean

The Dean’s LeTTer (continued from page 1)

Dean Britton at the inauguration of the new Archbishop of CanterburyPh
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Showing People Jesus: Annual Leadership Colloquium

No one can deny that church mem-
bership has declined precipitously 
in the past 40 years in mainline 

Protestant denominations. Some have said 
that the church is “dying,” others that it is 
“transitioning,” and still others that it is 
“transforming.” The spring Wesley-Royce 
Leadership Colloquium, in an effort to con-
front this reality head-on, explored how the 
Episcopal Church might re-imagine itself 
in the 21st century to be a place where peo-
ple can grow more deeply in their love and 
knowledge of God through Jesus Christ. 
We read People of the Way: Renewing Epis-
copal Identity by Dwight Zscheile ’98 and 
invited to campus those in successful min-
istries across the breadth of the church and 
considered a path for the renewal of Chris-
tian faith in North America.

Our first guests were Philip Jackson, 
rector of Christ Church of the Ascension 
in Phoenix, Arizona, and Marek Zabriskie 
’89, rector of St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
in Whitemarsh, Pennsylvania, and Founder 
& Executive Director of The Bible Chal-
lenge and The Center for Biblical Studies. 
Jackson spoke eloquently of his experience 
being called to pastor a congregation that 
had split not long before, and he left the 
students with a “top 18” list of pointers and 
challenges. Zabriskie followed with a chal-
lenge of his own—The Bible Challenge. 
Inspired by his presentation (“we’re never 
going to get there by minoring in Scrip-
ture”), several students began The Bible 
Challenge during Lent and the school will 
invite everyone to begin the challenge on 
June 1—look for the announcement on our 
web and Facebook pages and join us.

In February we were fortunate to have 
Anthony Guillén, national church offi-
cer for Latino ministry, in residence for 
two days both for the Colloquium and to 
spend time with students and participate 
in our weekly Community Eucharist. Guil-
lén spoke about the importance of under-
standing cultural difference in worship and 
presented statistics about the growth of 
Christianity in the American Hispanic and 
Black cultures. After spending the next day 

with students in class and around campus, 
he presided over our Community Eucha-
rist, designed as a bilingual service by our 
chapel ministers. After the service he gen-
erously stated that their approach to the 
service was an excellent example of how 
to conduct a bilingual service with deep 
integrity and faithfulness. He specifically 
requested a copy of the bilingual litany to 
post on his website as a resource for others. 

Stuart Dunnan spoke next about bring-
ing the Christian life to bear in the school 
environment. Dunnan is headmaster of St. 
James School in Hagerstown, Maryland, the 
oldest Episcopal boarding school founded 
on the English model in the United States. 
He spoke passionately about not being afraid 
to talk with young people about God and 

about the important moments in their lives. 
The next week Carol Anderson DD ’92 came 
to campus to bring her formidable experi-
ence with discipleship into the conversa-
tion. Carol is the former rector of All Saints’ 
Episcopal Church in Beverly Hills, Califor-
nia, and was one of the first women to be 
ordained in The Episcopal Church. Carol left 
the students with a list of five key qualities 
of successful, thriving parishes: thoughtful, 
transcendent worship; an articulated vision 
for developing people into disciples of Jesus; 
a clear method and plan for identifying and 
equipping people for lay ministry; effective 
and targeted outreach based on need and 
call; and a sense of expectancy within a rich 
prayer life that is constantly seeking what 
God is up to in our midst. 

In April Dwight Zscheile, author of our 

primary text, spent two hours on a Friday 
afternoon with the students challenging 
them to reframe their understanding of 
hospitality from welcoming people to being 
welcomed; that is, from opening the doors 
of the church and welcoming people in, to 
going outside the church and being wel-
comed into the neighborhood. He spoke 
of “God’s ecstatic communal life” and of 
the Trinity as “God circulating around the 
neighborhood;” a thought that can shift 
our understanding of mission from doing 
mission on God’s behalf to participating in 
the Triune God’s movement in the world. 
This requires an approach that moves away 
from benevolence/establishment toward 
companionship/community—turning 
strangers into friends and allowing the 

Holy Spirit the space to form, reform, and 
transform the community. In addition to 
shifting attitudes on hospitality, Zscheile 
offered a new paradigm for thinking about 
church growth. Rather than bringing a new 
community into the church as a side event 
(that is, adding a contemporary, Hispanic, 
or Saturday service), he suggested working 
on “shifting the imagination” of the exist-
ing community so they can see themselves 
in a new way that gives space for the enter-
ing community to share fully in the life of 
the existing community.

Christopher Martin ’96, rector of St. 
Paul’s Church in San Rafael, California, flew 
in to spend time with the students talking 
about a form of discipleship group based on 
ancient spiritual wisdom called The Restora-

Anthony Guillén Stuart Dunnan Carol Anderson DD ’92 Dwight Zscheile ’98

(Continued on page 5)
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The Senior Pilgrimage to Canterbury and Coventry

This year’s annual senior class pilgrim-
age to Canterbury included a visit to 
Coventry Cathedral where students 

heard its powerful story of reconciliation. 
On a cold November night in World War 
II German bombs destroyed the cathedral 
there that dated back to medieval times. 

Dick Howard, the cathedral’s provost at 
the time, in a Christmas sermon preached 
from the ruins expressing his hope to work 
with those responsible for the destruction 
“to build a kinder, more Christ-like world.” 
Legend has it that Provost Howard picked 
up a piece of charred wood and wrote on 
the wall of the apse the words “Father, for-
give”—not “forgive them,” but just “forgive,” 
as in forgive all of us for the destruction we 
have perpetrated on each other. 

From the rubble of the cathedral, 
burned timbers were fashioned into a cross 
and hung in the apse. A stonemason col-
lected medieval nails from the ruins and 
made a cross, later to become the symbol of 
the Community of the Cross of Nails, and 
the words “Father, forgive” were ultimately 
carved into the chancel of the ruins.  

After the war a new Coventry Cathe-

dral was built. The architect preserved the 
ruined church and incorporated the ruins 
into its design. Now it can be said that 
the buildings move visitors from crucifix-
ion (the ruins) into resurrection (the new 
building, which was consecrated in 1962). 
A cross of nails is central to the massive 
cross on the high altar.

Students were hosted by Canon David 
Porter, who heads the cathedral’s reconcili-
ation ministry. He spoke powerfully of the 
hard work which authentic reconciliation 
requires from his experience in Northern 
Ireland to the city streets of Coventry today. 

This year’s visit during the pilgrimage 
marked the second time seniors have visited 

Coventry as part of their trip to Canterbury. 
Berkeley, however, has been a member of 
the Community of the Cross of Nails for 
more than a decade, and students pray the 
Litany of Reconciliation every week during 
Friday Morning Prayer.

The annual senior class photograph at the tomb of St. Augustine

The Dean and seniors at a Canterbury pub

Beth Phillips, Hal Roark, and Giuseppe Gagliano at Canterbury
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manner of artistic and liturgical expressions. 
Both cathedrals—the cross and the risen 
space—are an important and fresh expres-
sion of anglicanism for the 21st century.” 

—Hal Roark

“The pilgrimage to coventry touched at the 
heart of who I am as a broken human being 
enveloped by the mystery of God’s over-pow-
ering love in a fallen world. Looking at the 
memorial to the folks in dresden I realize that 
it is only with God’s grace and mercy we can 
not only recognize our complicity in conflict 
but seek reconciliation with ourselves and 
each other.”  

—Rowena Kemp

tion Project. Many alumni across the coun-
try are working with their congregations to 
participate in this project which asks Chris-
tians to take seriously their commitment to 
prayer, to God, to others, to Scripture, and 
to the self through a series of disciplines or 
vows that then become a portion of the for-
mat of regular meetings—a way to check 
in with one another about spiritual health, 
growth, and challenges set in the larger con-
text of prayer and fellowship as Restoration 
Project groups meet regularly.

Mariann Budde, Bishop of Washing-
ton, spent two days on campus to speak 
at the Colloquium and to preside over 
the Wednesday evening Eucharist which 
included the Confirmation of three new 
Episcopalians. Bishop Budde talked about 
the importance of transcendent worship, 
of a church liking itself before it can give 
something of value to others, and of the 
importance of being engaged with the 
culture in which one finds oneself. She 
then went on to talk about what she called 
“the lynchpin” of moving the church for-
ward—how to reframe our understanding 
of the function of the clergy to fundamen-
tally shift the culture of the church. What 
this looks like, she said, is raising up more 
lay leaders, teaching and equipping them 
to do what brings them joy. Clergy may 

need to move from being shepherds (who 
know every sheep by name) toward being 
ranchers/overseers who have a vision of 
the entire operation and let others be the 
shepherds (let the congregation shepherd 
itself ). This shift can help prevent clergy 
burnout, lay leader frustration, and stag-
nant growth. To do this, she said, requires 
raising up visionaries who can move a con-
gregation successfully through innovation 
and uncertainty to thriving health.

Our final presentation was from Steph-
anie Spellers, Canon for Missional Vital-
ity for the Diocese of Long Island. She 
focused on what missional vitality looks 
like, and how one can move the conversa-
tion around mission away from doing and 
toward being; that is, shifting thinking 
from helping others to being transformed. 

–Greta Getlein

The excursion to Coventry had a profound 
impact on our students. Here are some of the 
remembrances they shared: 

“coventry cathedral bears witness to the tri-
umph of life over death in a way that is unique 
and unforgettable, and to have the opportu-
nity to visit this holy place again, accompa-
nied by my fellow pilgrims, is a memory that I 
will cherish forever.” 

—Elaine Ellis Thomas

“at coventry, the scars of the church were not 
only tangible, but unavoidable. I was moved 
by the ruins of the old church and imagined 
the joys that had once been experienced 
on those grounds: baptisms, confirmations, 
weddings. These ruins would be a perpetual 
funeral if not for the resurrected structure built 
next to it… as we continue to pray the Litany 
of reconciliation at the seminary, the words 
have taken on a new intensity after glimpsing 
the source of pain out of which they grew.”

—Giuseppe Gagliano

“The ruins of the original cathedral reflect the 
crucified reality of our violent world, while 
the new cathedral pulsates with an inspired, 
artistic impulse to find and to incarnate the 
Logos, mysteriously present and risen, in all 

Christopher Martin ’96Mariann Budde

Seniors Describe the Impact of Coventry

(Continued from page 3)



Three Berkeley Bishops Receive 
Honorary Degrees

at a special Convocation on April 18, 
Berkeley awarded its three most 
recently elected bishops Doctor of 

Divinity degrees honoris causa. The Citation 
read as follows:

Scott Barker, Robert Hirschfeld, and 
Nicholas Knisely: you have each been 
elected and ordained to the office of bishop 
in your respective dioceses of Nebraska, 
New Hampshire, and Rhode Island. Prior 
to your call to this ministry, you each 
served faithfully in various other capaci-
ties in the Episcopal Church in innovative 
and spiritually creative ways, including as 
chaplains of schools; as assistant clergy and 
rectors in congregations; and as members 
of various church bodies. You also hold in 
common being graduates of Yale Divin-
ity School, where your education included 
studies in the Anglican and Episcopal tra-
dition at Berkeley Divinity School.

As a bishop, you are ordained “to be one 
with the apostles in proclaiming Christ’s 
resurrection and interpreting the Gospel, 
and to testify to Christ’s sovereignty as Lord 
of Lords and King of Kings.” In recognition 
of the responsibility that you have been 
given in this ministry, and in support of the 
fulfillment of its demands, your seminary 
alma mater has chosen to confer upon you 
the degree of Doctor of Divinity.

In conferring an honorary doctor-

ate on graduates who are elected to the 
office of bishop in the Church, Berke-
ley Divinity School wishes to signify the 
importance of the teaching and evangeli-
cal ministry of the episcopate, whereby 
you are to “enlighten the minds and stir 
up the conscience of your people.” This 
practice hearkens back to the ancient tra-
dition of “Lambeth doctorates” conferred 
by the Archbishop of Canterbury on newly 
appointed bishops in the Church of Eng-

land. The gesture is in effect an act of com-
missioning a new bishop to the work of 
being the chief teacher and preacher of the 
Christian faith in his or her diocese. With 
that intention in mind, and recalling the 
words spoken at your ordination that as a 
pastor your joy will be to follow Him who 
came not to be served, but to serve, the 
Berkeley Divinity School at Yale is pleased 
to confer upon you the degree Doctor of 
Divinity, honoris causa.

“I thank you for this homecoming. It 
is very exciting to be back in one of the 
holiest places in my life.”

—Bishop Scott Barker ’92 of Nebraska

“Being a bishop now is discovering 
what God is up to among the people. 
The fun part is to invite the story of the 
laity which has the effect of converting 
me. I find myself being evangelized.”

—Bishop Rob Hirschfeld ’91  
of New Hampshire

“What is most impressive about Berke-
ley is the quality of the graduates and 
the way they are being prepared to do 
important ministry immediately upon 
graduation.”

—Bishop Nick Knisely ’91  
of Rhode Island

Berkeley Honors Retiring Trustees

at the april 18 convocation dinner, the seminary honored eleven retiring trustees with a com-
bined service of 74 years.  Judith K. Holding and Ann R. L. Dewey are both current officers, 
the former having served thirteen years, and the latter eleven. dr. Steven E. Bush has served 
ten years. Marion Dawson Carr, Charles R. Tyson, and canon Anne Mallonee, have served 
eight years. The rev. John E. Denaro, the rev. Daniel R. Gross, and Bishop Chilton Knudsen 
have served four years, and Professor Christopher Beeley and student trustee Lisa Zaina for 
two. Berkeley is deeply grateful for the faithful service of these devoted trustees. 

Front row: Dean Joseph 
Britton, Judith Holding, 
Charles Tyson, Lisa Zaina, 
Marion Dawson Carr, 
Secretary Clayton Thomason 
(who continues as assistant 
secretary), Chairman Carl 
Anderson. Back row: Anne 
Mallonee, Steven Bush and 
Daniel Gross.

6  |   Berkeley  Divinity  School  at  YALE

The Dean, Bishops Hirschfeld, Knisely, and Barker, and Trustee Chairman Anderson
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Students on Global Mission

T he spring and summer of 2013 will 
find our students traveling all over 
the globe seeking transformation, 

relationship, and communion with others. 
Through a generous anonymous donation 
Berkeley was able to offer travel scholarships 
to nine students to travel and study across a 
broad range including Kenya, South Africa, 
El Salvador, Haiti, and Panama.

Anglican Studies student Sharon Betts 
received a SCOM Grant to travel to Haiti 
initially on a medical mission during spring 
break (Sharon is a registered nurse) and a 
pilgrimage to be completed this summer. 
Sharon’s intention this summer is to focus 
on the spiritual needs of those utilizing the 
services of the new clinic.

Nine students were awarded travel 
grants totaling $7,500 to, according to 
the stated purpose of the grant, “build 
relationships of mutual partnership and 
understanding” across the Anglican Com-
munion. These grants often provide sup-
plemental funds to mission grants already 
awarded the students. Rising senior Anne 
Thatcher, Diocese of Spokane, will travel 
to Panama as part of The Panama Project; 
Claire Dietrich, rising senior from the Dio-
cese of California, intends to go to Kenya 

to visit the Nambale Magnet School run by 
alumna Evalyn Wakhusama ’01; graduat-
ing student Elaine Thomas, Diocese of 

Central Pennsylvania, will return to South 
Africa to continue work on a book project 
on reconciliation begun last summer.

Six students plan to visit El Salvador to 
focus on the medical mission of the Diocese 
of El Salvador: rising middlers Tyler Mont-
gomery and Natalie Blasco (Diocese of SE 
Florida), rising seniors Claire Dietrich, 
Anne Thatcher, and Sarah Ginolfi (Diocese 
of Central Pennsylvania), and graduating 
student Dan Bell. The trip to El Salvador 
represents Berkeley’s deliberate effort to 
embrace that diocese. Our hope is to send 
students there every year, to welcome their 
students here, and to continue to learn from 
one another. This year our students will 
bring with them 100 Spanish Prayer Books 
donated by the Bible and Common Prayer 
Book Society of the Episcopal Church and 
a check for $800, representing one third 
of Berkeley’s weekly Community Eucha-
rist offerings, for scholarship assistance for 
children in Episcopal schools. 

The Wesley-royce Leadership symposium will host dr. dwight 
Zscheile. he is assistant professor of congregational Mission 
and Leadership at Luther seminary in st. Paul, Minnesota, and 
author of People of the Way: Renewing Episcopal Identity. The 
symposium will be a sequel to last year’s symposium, “a call to 
spiritual and congregational Growth: What We are Learning 
from robust churches That Will Jumpstart your congregation.”

This year’s Leadership symposium entitled “Leadership in 
a New Apostolic Age: Innovation into a Faithful Future” will 
begin at noon on Monday, June 3, and conclude at noon on 
June 4. Join this dynamic discussion augmented by confer-
ence Preacher Carol Wade (dean of christ church cathedral 
in Lexington) and a panel that will include Jay Sidebotham (rector of the church of the 
holy spirit, Lake forest).

on June 4 from 1-5 p.m., we shall offer a special afternoon session, The Episcopal Spiri-
tual Life Initiative: An Update. This session is for those who participated in last summer’s 
symposium and for those who are interested in how spiritual vitality research and pilot pro-
grams are being applied to the episcopal church. To register for this summer’s symposium 
or for the special afternoon session, visit the Berkeley website http://berkeleydivinity.net/  
We look forward to welcoming you for these exciting leadership conversations.

Leadership in a New Apostolic Age
Wesley-Royce Leadership Symposium, June 3-4, 2013

Student Sharon Betts, center, with members of the South Florida Haitian Project on a medical mission in Bondeau, Haiti
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Join, Renew, Send

Great ways to reconnect and recommit 
to Berkeley Divinity School at Yale

JoIN us as we send our seniors into ministry at  
Commencement on Saturday, May 18, at 4:00 p.m. 

RENEW your personal leadership by attending the  
Wesley-Royce Leadership Symposium on June 3-4.

SEND in your annual appeal gift. All new or increased 
gifts will be matched if received by June 15th! Berkeley 
needs to raise over $200,000 in the next eight weeks. 
Make your gift online at http://berkeleydivinity.net/
supporting-bds/online-giving/. 

Berkeley needs your support.  Thank you in advance for your loyalty.


